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tained with one of the Queen-Regent's secretaries, I
soon left the entertainment.

nth May, 1651. To the Palace Cardinal, where the Mas-
ter of the Ceremonies placed me to see the royal masque,
or opera. The first scene represented a chariot of sing-
ers composed of the rarest voices that could be procured,
representing Cornaro* and Temperance; this was over-
thrown by Bacchus and his revelers; the rest consisted
of several entries and pageants of excess, by all the ele-
ments. A masque representing fire was admirable; then
came a Venus out of the clouds. The conclusion was a
heaven, whither all ascended. But the glory of the masque
was the great persons performing in it, the French King,
his brother the Duke of Anjou, with all the grandees of
the Court, the King performing to the admiration of all.
The music was twenty-nine violins, vested fo Tantique,
but the habits of the masquers were stupendously rich
and glorious.

23d May, 1651. I went to take leave of the ambassa-
dors for Spain, which were my Lord Treasurer Cotting-
ton and Sir Edward Hyde; and, as I returned, I visited
Mr. Morine's garden, and his other rarities, especially
corals, minerals, stones, and natural curiosities; crabs of
the Red Sea, the body no bigger than a small bird's egg,
but flatter, and the two legs, or claws, a foot in length.
He had abundance of shells, at least 1,000 sorts, which
furnished a cabinet of great price; and had a very curi-
ous collection of scarabees and insects, of which he was
compiling a natural history. He had also the pictures of
his choice flowers and plants in miniature. He told me
there were 10,000 sorts of tulips only. He had taille-
douces out of number; the head of the rhinoceros bird,
which was very extravagant, and one butterfly resembling
a perfect bird.

25th May, 1651. I went to visit Mr. Thomas White, a
learned priest and famous philosopher,! author of the book
(<De Mundo,^ with whose worthy brother I was well

* The famous Venetian writer on Temperance.

t A native of Essex, who was born In 1582, educated abroad, and, his
family being Catholic, became a priest of that church, the sub-rector of
the college at Douay. He advocated the Cartesian philosophy, and tins
brought him into an extensive correspondence with Hobbes and Des-
cartes, in the course of which he Latinized his name into Thoina^ Albnis,
or De Albis, He dietj in 1676.berty and Servitude, for the preface of which I was
